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MEMBER FOR NEDLANDS 
Personal Explanation - Comments by Leader of the House 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [4.28 pm] - by leave:  The Leader of the House on the government side sought 
just now to quote comments that I made earlier in relation to Mr Ross Fisher.  I did make comments about 
Mr Ross Fisher but most of the comments that the Leader of the House made and quoted were attributable to the 
former member for Dawesville.  I will seek an apology from the Leader of the House because he will have that 
quote.  I have checked Hansard.  He had a copy of the Hansard in front of him, and he attributed the quote to 
me.  I expect an apology from the member for Nollamara.   

Point of Order 
Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Mr Acting Speaker, I ask you to raise with the Speaker the abuse of standing orders.  
That was not a personal explanation; it was an attempt to enter into debate.  Clearly, the member for Nedlands 
has been caught out.  She is embarrassed by what she said. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Further to the point of order made by the member for Nollamara, the member for 
Nedlands did what was correct.  I heard the quotes and the comments made by the leader of government 
business.  He read into this Parliament quotes relating to Mr Ross Fisher.  Those quotes were made by the former 
member for Dawesville.  He, therefore, misrepresented the position of the member for Nedlands.  The member 
for Nedlands is perfectly entitled to use a personal explanation to correct the public record, because it reflected 
upon her.  That is the practice of this house.   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Further to the point of order, I draw the attention of members to standing order 148, 
which states that a personal explanation will not be debated.  A personal explanation allows a member to clarify 
matters pertaining to themselves, not to enter a debate with another member of the house and make demands of 
another member of the house.  The member for Nedlands is quite clearly out of order.   

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Dr S.C. Thomas):  Order, members!  Order, Leader of the House!  Member for 
Darling Range, I am now on my feet. 

I will discuss this matter with the Speaker at the appropriate time and get back to the house.  In this particular 
case, it is not appropriate that we continue this debate.  Personal statements are not to instigate debate, and we 
will now move to the orders of the day.   
 


